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flux 
 
FLUX: 1. a flowing or flow. 2. the flowing in of the tide.  
3. continuous change, passage, or movement 
 
 
Flux a new video made especially for this year’s Wandsworth Arts Fringe 
explores the tidal Thames from Putney to Battersea and features the voices of 
local people. 
 
It portrays the river on a spring day from just after high tide at dawn until the 
tide is on the ebb as night falls. Over the morning the beach and submerged 
railings gradually reappear. By late morning as the river reaches its lowest point 
an amateur archaeologist combs the beach at Battersea with his metal detector. 
A small motor launch gets stuck in the mud while its owners are in the Co-op on 
Battersea Bridge Road. The water is slack.  
 
Then the tide turns and the river begins to flow upstream. As the tide comes in 
children play at the water’s edge and feed the birds. The river reaches another 
high point at around 6pm and then, once again, the tide turns. As darkness falls 
the tide is still on its way out. 
 
Throughout the video we hear fragments of stories told by some of the people 
Deborah met while making Flux: May, who remembers Battersea in the 1930s, 
when as a small girl she’d sneak over to her window and watch men brawling 
after closing time; Margaret, a retired hairdresser who used to do Queen 
Elizabeth’s hair, explains how her father, a Swiss pastry chef, was actually en 
route for the USA when he decided to settle in London; Dan, who is being 
rehoused as the estate he lives on is being regenerated, and Manuel, recently 
arrived in the UK from the Canary Islands to be with his son.  
 
Today little of the old working river remains. Much of the riverbank is a building 
site as developers put up new high-rise high-end flats to feed London’s property 
market and meet the city’s housing shortage. Everywhere the river is in flux. 
 
Deborah studied Fine Art at Goldsmiths College and shows her films and 
paintings regularly. Her work is located at the edge of places: outlying parts of 
cities, the shoreline, the riverbank. For more information please go to 
www.deborahburnstone.com  


