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About Chapbooks

The chapbook was commonplace across Britain and Early 
Modern Europe in the 17th to the 19th century and was 
a type of street literature sold to the public by travelling 
vendors, or Chapmen. Chapbooks were small, around 
15 x 10 cm, cheaply produced paper booklets, usually 
printed on a single sheet that was folded into books of 8, 
12, 16 and 24 pages. Chapbooks covered a wide range of 
subject matter from alphabet books and religious stories 
and prayers, to short biographies, dramas and traditional 
stories and were often illustrated from woodcuts.

This book of prayers takes design inspiration from the 
chapbook and is a ‘pocket sized’ 16 pages long and 
contains 11 prayers for contemplation. The motifs, borders 
and illuminated letters within the book take the images 
of contemporary science and the microscopy of new 
reproductive technologies and combine these with early 
manuscript techniques to form decorative patterns, thus 
combining the ideas of old established traditions with the 
new advancements in medical science.

Marianne Wilde, Artist, May 2019



About the Faithful  
Judgements Project

The Faithful Judgements Project1 ran from 2011 to 2014. 
Funded by the Economic and Social Research Council,  
the study aimed to explore the experiences of people 
of faith in their encounters with new reproductive and 
genetic technologies (NRGTs) such as in vitro fertilization 
or prenatal genetic testing. These technologies offer hope 
to people affected by infertility or inherited conditions, 
while at the same time presenting individuals and families 
with difficult ethical decisions about whether or not it is 
right to use them to fulfil their life plans. For people of 
faith, decisions like these are religious and spiritual as well 
as moral.

In the course of the project, we noticed that there is a lack 
of prayer material available to support people in prayer and 
discernment during their encounters with NRGTs. Many of 
our participants, from across different Christian traditions 
and beyond Christianity, felt a need for something – words, 
sounds, images – to help them as they thought their way 
through to a decision, or as they came to live with the 
decision they had made. The same was equally true of the 
clergy we interviewed. 
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Because of this, we wanted to see if there was a way in 
which our research findings could be used as a basis for 
creating suitable prayer material. With further funding 
from the ESRC we were fortunate to be able to collaborate 
with Canon Rachel Mann over several months in 2018. 
The prayers she wrote for this modern chapbook are 
the result. In presenting them to a wider public, we 
acknowledge and thank the participants in the Faithful 
Judgements Project for their openness, honesty and courage.

Jackie Leach Scully, Professor of Social Ethics  
and Bioethics, May 2019

The Faithful Judgements research team: 
Professor Jackie Leach Scully, Newcastle University 
Professor Sarah Banks, Durham University 
Professor Robert Song, Durham University 
Dr Jackie Haq, Newcastle University

1 Faithful judgements: the role of religion in laypeople’s ethical evaluations 
of new reproductive and genetic technologies. ESRC grant reference number 
RES-062-23-3210
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About this Chapbook

Those who use the opportunities presented by new 
reproductive and genetic technologies to help them 
conceive a child face any number of questions. Some of 
these are practical. Some may be ethical. For people of 
faith involved in exploring the riches and challenges of 
new reproductive and genetic technologies there may 
be a desire to pray and offer their decisions, hopes, 
and frustrations to God. The words and prayers in this 
chapbook seek to offer some ways of praying.

Some people may believe there is no space for prayer 
and liturgy in conversations about new reproductive and 
genetic technologies. In the seemingly secular spaces 
of medicine and science this can feel especially true. 
However, despite the wondrous power of technology, there 
are always human dimensions. Where there is a human 
dimension there will always be the potential for mystery, 
gift, promise, and doubt. It is into this dimension that so 
many of us, whether we have a fully formed faith or not, 
pray and speak.
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The prayers on offer here do not pretend to be 
comprehensive. Firstly, they are written from a Christian 
perspective. This reflects my own formed position. 
However, many of the words are adaptable and can speak 
into a variety of traditions and spiritual frameworks. I hope 
that those who might use this chapbook will make it their 
own. These are not official prayers of any faith tradition. 
Therefore, dare to make them your own.

In my experience, prayer comes out of the depths of 
our longing, our fears and our hopes. It also arises in 
thanksgiving for a great gift. It often surprises us. However, 
sometimes we reach for words to help us frame those 
longings and dreams. That’s what this chapbook is about. 
The prayers come from each of us; these words are mere 
frames for our desires, our vulnerabilities and our search 
for truth.

Canon Rachel Mann, Lent 2019
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A Prayer at the Beginning  
of Fertility Treatment

As we begin this step of faith and hope, 
God of New Life, be with us;* 
guide us through our uncertainties and anxieties, 
our hopes and expectations, and help us to be patient 
when times of trial and doubt come. 
Never let us go; abide with us  
as we travel into the deep 
and mysterious waters of creation.

men

* Pronouns may equally be first person, etc.  
This rubric applies across all prayers written here.
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A Prayer of Trust and Hope

God, who is in all creation, 
guide us into the ways of wisdom; 
help us trust that your grace 
is found in the skill of scientists, 
and the techniques of genomic science. 
Help us rest in your mighty power 
which generates new life, 
and weaves whole lives 
from the codes of creation.

When we are tempted to doubt your love 
may your Spirit sustain and renew us 
in a complex, risky and, sometimes, scary world; 
when decisions and discernment are required, 
help us to trust that your gracious love 
always goes ahead, leading us forward, 
revealing that, in you, nothing is ever truly lost. 

men

8



Beatitudes in a Time of  
Reproductive Medicine†

Blessèd are those who face bewildering decisions, 

 for they shall know wisdom; 

Blessèd are those who fear the unknown, 

 for they shall know comfort; 

Blessèd are those who deploy technical skill with kindness, 

 for they shall know gratitude; 

Blessèd are those who are open to wonder and grace, 

 they shall know delight; 

Blessèd are those whose hope has been sorely tested, 

 they shall know grace; 

Blessèd are those who never forget the power they wield, 

 they shall know humility; 

Blessèd are you, when you are anxious, doubtful and unsure, 

 you shall know assurance. 

Blessèd are you, when you feel worn-out and lost, 

 you shall find encouragement. 

Blessèd are you, when you have to fight to be heard, 

 your voice shall carry far. 

Blessèd are you, when you have had enough, 

 the Living God shall illuminate the way ahead.

† ‘Beatitude’ is a formal word for ‘blessing’; the most famous beatitudes are 
those pronounced by Christ during the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5. 
3-11). These beatitudes take Christ’s form of words as a leaping-off point.
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In the Midst of Waiting

Sustainer God, 
I am sick of the endless gaps between 
the all too brief points of meeting and action; 
I am sick of waiting rooms, and waiting on procedures; 
I am bored with leaflets, and appointment letters, 
I have had enough of bureaucracy, and never being able 
to speak to someone who can make things happen.

Hear me when I say, I just want to begin; 
Hear me when I say, I just want to get to the end; 
Hear me when I say, I’m frustrated and angry and tired; 
Hear me when the promise of action does not come. 
O God who is in the midst of all things – our boredom, 
our waiting, as well as our frustrations and joys – 
grant me patient and fierce hope in times of trial.

men
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A Venite‡

O come, let us sing to the Living God –  
 whose love encodes gene, cell, 
 blastocyst, embryo, child; 
let us come before the Faithful God with thanksgiving – 
 let us rejoice, make songs of praise, 
for God delights in and sustains all creation, 
 from the wildest expanse of the universe 
 to the tiniest possibility of new life; 
from the most unpromising beginning  
to the richest fulfilment, God is there...

O come, let us sing to the God who delights  
 in the skills and gifts of those s/he has made – 
in the work of scientists who search for ways 
 to enrich the possibilities of life; 
in the attention of ethicists who seek to help us 
 keep sight of what truly matters; 
in the dreams and hopes of anxious people 
 who’ve cried out, ‘How long, how long, O God?’

O come, let us sing of our trust and hope in the One 
who is all, is in all, and shall be, for ever

men
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Prayers of Petition

When we are faced with technologies we barely understand – 

God of Life, hear us. 

When the language of science scares us – 

God of the Unknown, guide us. 

When we search for wisdom in the face of difficult decisions – 

God of Grace, lead us. 

When we long for miracles that never seem to come – 

God of Eternity, hold us. 

When our judgment is pressured by time, money and resources – 

God of Gift, renew us. 

When unknown futures and pregnant possibilities frighten us – 

God who Knows All Things, remind us that we are yours. 

men

‡ The word ‘venite’ is taken from the Latin translation of Psalm 95, simply 
meaning ‘Come ye’. In the Book of Common Prayer, the founding liturgy book 
of the Church of England, Psalm 95 or the Venite is said or sung during the 
service of Matins. It is one of the great biblical hymns of praise and, in this 
prayer, I’ve sought to be faithful to its spirit.
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Wound-Bearing God

Wound-bearing God – 
you who hold life’s cost 
in your flesh and bones – 
be with us as our bodies journey on; 
abide with us in pain and trial 
and gather up our hurt, our longing, 
and our broken and our fulfilled dreams; 
meet us in failure and success. 

O God, ever ancient, ever new, 
when our journeys of hope 
seem to reach their ends, 
help us to know whether to begin again; 
be with us as we take up  
the frayed threads of our lives 
and find a future founded on our faith in you 
and your faith in us.

men
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A Prayer for Rest and Peace

When I cannot sleep... 
when I am restless with anxious dreams... 
when my body aches with fear 
for what today, tonight, or tomorrow may bring... 
when I am clinging on to hope and faith 
by a thread... 
comfort me, Creator God, 
let me rest in your gracious arms.

men
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A Prayer to God, Familiar  
and Strange

God, wholly familiar, wholly strange, 
as we commit our bodies and stories 
to the work of reproductive technology, 
help us to remember that life is mysterious; 
help us to trust in your abundant love 
and wondrous grace; help us to know 
that nothing is strange and unknown to you 
and trust that all our gifts are gift from you.

men
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A Prayer in a Time  
of Disappointment

As we face the end of a cycle of dreams, 
as we come to the end 
of what science can currently accomplish, 
 God, have mercy on us.

As we struggle in the midst of broken dreams, 
in our anger, disappointment and pain, 
 God, have mercy on us.

When we need to rage at you, 
when we are mute with distress, 
when the world’s injustice seems too much, 
 God, be with us in our pain, 
 Hold us and set us free.

men
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A Prayer of Thanksgiving

Living God, 
in times when we receive little, 
and in times when we receive much; 
when we are unsure of the path ahead 
and when we feel the sureness of your guiding tread; 
when we feel stuck, and when new possibilities stir – 
we thank you for your abiding presence. 
We rejoice that you are the One 
who was, and is, and is to come; 
we thank you for your love, tenderness and care 
and rest in the knowledge that all our purposes, 
all our dreams, and all our disappointments 
are held within you.

men
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